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‘Old beat—l_fies" are F. Todd Warner’s first love

BY RUBY STECKEL

“Mr. Lake Minnetonka An-
tigue and Classic Boats” is
another handle for F. Todd
Warner, owner of Classie
Runabout Corp. of America,
of which Minnetonka Restora-

tion Co., Inc. is a part. At age .

30, Warner is probably the
most well-known authority on
the old beauties — wooden
Chris Crafts, Hackercrafts,
Garwoods, Dodges, etc. — so
well-known in fact that his no-

. toriety has traveled across the
United States.

Warner grew up in Hopkins,
spending summers on Lake
Minnetonka. ‘‘Back in the
middle '60s — I was 10, 12, 16

years old — my father collect-

ed antique boats,” Warner
said. *“It went back to his fath-
er. His father, Harold Warner,
used to race Ramaley boats.
They were able to go 70 miles
an hour. My dad grew up
around that, He still has a 1939
19 foot Sportsman that my
grandfather bought new.”
Just by growing up and work-
ing around the boats, the
younger Warner learned
about finishes, motors, history
and restoration.

“] pride myself on having

the best selection of the best
original condition boats in the
United States,” Warner said.
“You don’t buy my boats
cheap, but you get the best
boats...I feel I deal in the
Auburns, Cords and Duesen-
bergs (of boats).” He deals in
rare and limited production
antique and classic boats.
“Some boats I have, there are
only five left in existence, or
they only built 17 and I have
m.” » .

Just ask Warner about the
boats he has stored in his
warehouse on the west side of
Lake Waconia, and he's able
to tell about the history of each
one, down to the tiniest detail.
Hackercraft: “John Hacker
was the foremost naval archi-
tect of our time.” Garwoods:
“Gar Wood’s brother Win
Wood used to live in Tonka
Bay. The Garwood was the
best boat ever made. Win had
‘Miss Detroit Number 7 with a
Liberty engine. The hoat went
down south somewhere.”
(Warner is trying to track it to
add to his collection.)

Between 1977 and 1981 War-

ner traveled 30,000 to 40,000

miles per year buying what he
terms ‘‘good, interesting

boats. It's kind of fun to beat
the bushes, but they're getting
harder to find.” Now that
awareness of antique and
classic boats is growing, and
demand is outpacing supply,
they're getting more difficult
for even Warner to lay his
hands on. ‘“There is a finite
number of boats left,” he said.

With the increased demand,
the boats will go up in value.
But, that also means that the
ones he owns and the ones he
has for sale are more valua-
bie. And, he’s thrilled about it,
because he has worked for
almost eight years to promote
just that.

Warner has worked since
1976 on awareness of antique
and classic boats. ““I tried to
set values and standards,” he
explained. He began by hold-
ing a boat show at the Minne-

apolis Auditorium, he said. He' §

then had a restoration shop for
awhile at Tonka Bay Marina.
“1 thought 1 could be a
foreman...but that was not my
forte. I like to work with pro-
motion and selling."’ Before
that he spent some time as the
first captain of the cruise boat
on Lake Minnetonka called
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F. Todd Warner wanted to have his photo taken in one of his favorite boats, a 1837 2i-foot Chris
Craft Custom, one of five originals left in the U.S. Recently Grandcraft, sold by Minnetonka Boat
Works, delivered a reproduction of this boat to Lake Minnetonka, called “Miss Lucy IL.”
Photos by Ruby Steckel
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F. Todd Wafner found this 1931 21-foot Dodge with a Duesenburg steering wheel and a 1.-29 Cord

Engine in the Ely area. It's one of 7 left in the United States and sold for $2,100 in 1931. It is made

of African mahogany and the hardware is German silver. “This is the finest, best Dodge in the
United States,” Warner said. It was owned by a Mrs. Gregory originally. The story goes that she

traded it and her Cadillac in on a new Buick in 1940 while visiting the Ely area. Warner has
located the original owners of the boat and notified them of his find.
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Hackercraft, one of a kind, custom built for the Fitzgerald family of
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‘The Northstar,” now called
‘The Tiki.' “It was a great
summer,” he smiled. “I was
living on a 33-foot Chris and in
the morning I got on The
Northstar.”

Oh, he still does restoration,
but he prefers to restore some-
thing of his own, or to do it for
someone who really appreci-
ates his efforts, (“If the right
customer comes along. “‘Don’t
tell me to do a $20,000 job for

$5,000. You invest money in
something not only enjoyable
— Yyou can enjoy making it
perfect. It appreciates while
you appreciate it. All these old
boats have done nothing but
go up in value,” he says.)

What Warner can do for an
old boat is evidenced by his
winning a blue ribbon at the

. State Fair in 1980 for the most

outstanding exhibit. “Some-
one stole the blue ribbon,” he
laughed, “but the Fair gave
me a permanent building on
Commerce Bmﬂevardmf{.ga
grandstand, next to

Garden. My exhibit is called
Classic Boats of Yesteryear.”

Besides all of the above,
Wgrr_ler was instrumental in

% gaining a charter for a Land

.
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In F. Todd Warner's warehouse is this 1921 29-

foot Greensport, left, being restored, originally on

Lake Winnepausake in New Hampshire. Warner’s father chose the boat to get married on eight

years ago. Next to it is a 1915 27-foot Dawcett made in Can

This 1948 Unlimited Gold Cup hydro, on the right, was found in storage at

ada,

Tt

the Wrigley Estate in

Lake Geneva, WI. A man named Nor Hollanback once raced it under the name *Cricket IL.” On
the left is a 1919 27-foot Fay andllnwen'_bmthGucu,NY. lt’sme(l'lefthlhemﬁyt

‘Old beauties’ are F. Todd Warner’s first love

for judging from 9 am. to 3
p.m. on Saturday Aug. 13 with
a parade following at 3 p.m.,
and for viewing from 9a.m. to
3 p.m. on Sunday, Aug. 14. An
awards ceremony follows on
Sunday. The show has grown
so much in popularity, Warner
said, that “last year we had
10,000 people come to the boat
show. This year we're going to
have 90 boats, so it should be a
good show.”

Warner also offers storage
space in his 30,000 square foot
warehouses (he has two build-
ings on four acres), and not
only to owners of classic and
antique boats. And, he said he
has several nice old beats for
sale. “Tell them that Todd has

too many boats,” he laughed.

tonka; and a 1950 27-foot Chris
Craft, semi-enclosed, called
“The Boji Belle.” At present
he is trying to save a 1925
50-foot, B0-passenger craft
called “Showboat” to add to
his fleet. “The Robert C. car-
ried 1,000 passengers the first
10 days," he said. Lake Okobo-
jiis the only “blue water lake”
in North America, Warner
said. “It's 140 feet deep and
spring-fed. The only other two
are Lake Geneva (Switzer-

land) and Lake Lucerne
(Canada).

For further information re-
garding storage, restoration,
or buying an old boat, call
Warner at 474-8891 or 472-4187.
For information on joining the
Land 'O Lakes group or the
boat show, call John Kinnard
at 472-1303. The chapter has a
newsletter and offers work-
shops on restoration and
maintenance of classic and
antique boats,

SAILOR NEWSPAPERS, INC.
Publisher of The Excelsior/Shorewood Sailor,
Minnetonka Sailor, Wayzata/Plymouth Sailor,

Westonka Sailor, Eden Prairie Sailor,
Hopkins Sailor and St. Louis Park Sailor
464 Second Street, Excelsior, Minnesota 55331
News and Display Advertising 474-0285
Classified Advertising 474-0803

'O Lakes Chapter of the An- Warner’s latest venture is zﬂw o’ i fj"" Enoe: Pr«lucllmMgr c;::mle:_ms
. 3 naging Edi oni Jaskowicl Advertising Mgr. raig s
]tl:lql.:‘:nd C]mt&ﬂt:;%squ g’;mng bm?&":k&o;': Editorial Stal Ruby Steckel Muﬂlﬁ:: Reps. Dee Archer
m i near &ili " v Mary Wathen
started with 15 memhmr:” he calls that business the Iowa Liz can‘.m cmg:.;::
said. “We have 140 now. gere;‘tm L:k;‘ Bﬁat Lines, Inc. Emcm h;:cdkovak Nv:r:m ::m
' Theantique and classic boat enger Muller boat called mm?::r ;.'n::: Artist . Sue unmcu "?:
ma:;]d each year, at Mai “Robert C"; a 1956 29-foot Bookkeeping Judy Wintheiser  Ciassified June Allen
. y Toe s i R S, restav- * Chris Craft Sportsman Betty H amble
A = i s gts on the Excelsior end $ 42 on " called The Sailor Newspapers are maii.:dﬂuerv Monday to every ha:::::t: in 'Exr
restored 1931 20-foot Chris Model 1000 will be in the antigue pulco,” once owned by celsior. Victoria, St. Bonifacius. Jonathan, Deephaven, Greenwood,

Lake Minnetonka, was also
Warner’s idea. This year the
“old beauties’ will be lined up

the Engler family of Engler
Theaters and Charlie Sweatt,
well-known on Lake Minne-

Shorewood, Chanhassen. Eden Prairie, Wayzata, Orono, Long Lake, Tonka
Bay, Crystal Bay, Navarre, Minnetonka Beach, Spring Park, Mound,
Woadiand, Minnetonka, Plymouth, Hopkins, $t. Louis Park and cover parts of
Chaska and Wast Bloomington,
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$15,900. Repros go for much more, Warner says.
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